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the dignity. He was hastily inaugurated, enthroned by
night, and took the name of Benedict X. From him
they proceeded to extort the most lavish grants. They
plundered the treasures, no doubt on the specious pre-
text of purchasing the good-will of the people. The
sacred oblations of St. Peter were not secure; the
hammer of the coiner was heard beating up those holy
ornaments into money. The cardinals present pro-
tested, and fled from Rome. Cardinal Humbert of St.
Sabina, and Peter of Tusculum returned from the burial
of the Pope: they found Benedict on the throne, the
Romans submitting to a Roman Pope. They withdrew
In all haste to Florence, to concert measures with him
whose master-mind they had begun to acknowledge.
Hildebrand was accidentally at the Imperial Court, on
.a mission from the late Pope; he would have no difficulty
in rousing the resentment of the Empress against this
usurpation, this insult, after the nomination had been
offered by the Romans. She empowered him to proceed
to a new election. Hildebrand alleged the specious
reason of visiting the tomb of Ms late benefactor, the
deceased Stephen IX., for delay in Florence. There
he enlisted in the same cause the ancient enemy of the
Imperial House and of the Empress, Godfrey of Lorraine,
the Marquis of Tuscany. Rivals for the empire, these
two potentates had a common interest in wresting the
appointment to the Papacy from the lawless Romans, a
common worldly interest, if not a religious dread of
seeing the Papacyj notwithstanding the high character
of.'the Pontiff elect, designated by the former Pope as
.one of the five most worthy, ecclesiastics, 'sink> to 'its
former degradation. The choice skilfully, adapted itself
to the hopes and passions of both parties. It was Gerard,
a Burgundian, a fellow student of the Lorrainer, the late